Albertson Windmill, Mineola. (See next page.) 








TABLE of CONTENTS 
SONG IN THE PINE BARRENS John J. Elliott 
PICNIC GROVES AND EXCURSIONS—Part I 
HERO WELCOME OF 1851 Kate Wheeler Strong 
FIRST RUGBY IN GREENPORT Hilary Corwin 
MR. PENNYPACKER REPLIES Morton Pennypacker 
PHOSE OLD TIME ENGINES George W. Winans 
QUESTIONS FLAG’S PRIORITY 
RAILROAD REMINISCENCE 
LETTERS FROM FORUM READERS 


Estelle Valentine Newman 


Ernest S. Clowes 


John Tooker 




















1951 $2.00 a Year by Mail; Single Copies 25c VOL. XIV, No. 6 











H. E. Swezey & Son, Inc. 
GENERAL TRUCKING 
Middle Country Rd., Eastport 
Telephones 
Riverhead 2350 Eastport 250 














Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 
A Private Sanitarium for 


Nervous and Mental Diseases 
81 Louden Ave. Amityville 
Tel. 53 Amityville 














Farmingdale 
Individual Laundry 
Dry Cleaning - Laundering 
Rug Cleaning 


Broad Hollow Road Farmingdale 


Phone FArmingdale 2-0300 














ALL CARS WANTED 
Cash Waiting - Bring Papers 
MULLER 
Chrysler and Plymouth Dealer 


Merrick Road and Broadway 
AMITYVILLE 




















BRAKES RELINED 
on Passenger Cars and Trucks 
Power Brake Sales Service 
Suffolk County Brake Service 
174 Medford Ave. Patchogue 


Tel. 1722 








FURNITURE 
S. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
821 Main St. Greenport 
Tel. 154 














G. ERNEST BARKER 
Amityville 
Texaco Products 

















SUNRISE 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 


Fuel Oil 


Amityville Farmingdale 
1060 12 


Lindenhurst 
178 




















THE 
Lone Istann 
Forum 


Published Monthly at 
AMITYVILLE, N. Y 
FOR LONG ISLANDERS EVERYWHERE 


Entered as second-« 
post office at Amityy 
March 3, 1879. 


Paut Baitey, Publiisher-Editor 
Contributing Editors 
Clarence A. Wood, LL.M., Ph.D. 
Malcolm M. Willey, Ph.D. 
John C, Huden, Ph.D. 


ass matter May 31, 1947, at the 
ic. New York, under the Act « 











NICHOLS 
RUG CLEANING 
Freeport 
& E. Sunrise Highway Tel. 8-1212 
Rug and Furniture Cleaning 

















Our Specialty 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
POLSKY’S PHARMACY 


197 Bway. Tel.515 Amityville 











JUNE, 1951 








Old Albertson Mill, Mineola 


We are indebted to Mrs. William 
Simonson of Mineola for the pho- 
tograph of the old Albertson Mill 
which, she recently wrote, “is in 
a bad state of repair.” The mill, 
which was built many years ago 
near the old Albertson farmhouse 
on Old country Road, Mineola, serv- 
ed as a private school following 
its original use. 't was known as 
the Grain Cistern Academy and 
stood as did the new Albertson 
homestead opposite the property 
now occupied by the new Nassau 
County Court House. 

The homestead was used by the 
Airborne Instrument Laboratory up 
to a short time ago but is now 
serving as headquarters for Civil 
Defense. Wrote Mrs. Simonson: 
“Years ago my grandfather from 
his nearby farm took wheat to 
this mill to be ground into flour, 
Thomas Albertson taking his pay 
in flour. The mill was operated by 
wind power and once when the 
wheel was blown cff the natives 
were without flour all summer until 
a new wheel could be sent from 
the west.” 

To quote further from Mrs. Sim- 
enson whose forebears included 
Capt. John Seaman, the Conklins, 
Powells, Muncys, taynors and 
Dexsees: “I doubt whether any 
scholars who attended the Grain 
Cistern Academy are livine today. 
My mother, her sister and brother 
attended. She was born in 1852. 
The school was not in existence 
long. 

“he old Grist Mill with its giant 
wheel of many slats and louves 
which were wired in a manner to 
svill the wind and thereby keep the 
wheel turning at a regular speed 
was built in 1847. The timbers were 
hand hewn and pegged together 
with oak pins, also hand forged 
bolts and hangers. On account of 
the frequent need for repair the 
wheel and tailpiece were taken 
down in 1898. 

“The tower of the mill has been 
used many times as a pylon by 
aviators. When Lindburg started 
his memorable flight he circled the 
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[S a novel, some years ago, 

the author, describing a 
tranquil summer scene in one 
of the southern Atlantic 
states, wrote of a Pine Warb- 
ler breaking the silence as it 
sang its simple trill while 
feeding among the green- 
needled branches of a nearby 
grove. It is peculiar how a 
single line will sometimes regi- 
ster in one’s mind, for beyond 
a remembrance of some tra- 
gedy about to be committed 
on that hazy and drowsy day, 
I can remember nothing else 
—the author, book title, plot 
or characters of the story— 
only the above remarks, and 
my thoughts that the writer 
must be an individual inter- 
ested in birds and knowing 
them well enough to place this 
little yellow-breasted, green- 
ish-backed bird so fittingly in- 
to its proper habitat as he 
described it. 

It is perhaps the very per- 
sistency of the Pine Warbler’s 
song that attracted this au- 
thor to mention it and that 
draws attention to the bird as 
it utters at frequent intervals 
a simple Chipping Sparrow- 
like trill, but sweeter and more 
cheery, hustling on to the end, 
all in one key. 

Another little bird which 
resorts the scrub oaks in the 
pine barrens of Long Island, 
generally near the favored 
tracts of the less common Pine 
Warbler, is the Prairie Warb- 
ler, which sings a wiry, thin 
zee zee Zee Zee Zee Zee Zee Zee, 
going up the'scale. This song 
— the only one like it — pene? 
trates the early summer still- 
ness over the barrens, and is 
often heard in and around fire- 
blackened areas into which the 
male may fly and sing from the 
only green bush within 100 
feet, sometimes accompanied 
by a flashy black and white 
male Towhee. 

Although commonly wide- 
spread, a good place to stop to 
listen for the Prairie Warbler 


song on a late spring or early 
summer day is on the Moriches 
to Riverhead road, near the 
bridge crossing over the Mon- 
tauk division of the Long 
Island Railroad, where I have 
heard a half-dozen males sing- 
ing at one time. Although re- 
sorting somewhat similar 
areas, the Pine Warbler gen- 
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Great Blue Heron. from Woodcut by 
Loring W. Turrell, M. D. 


erally requires fairly tall pitch 
pines for its habitat and sel- 
dom leaves them, whereas 
with the Prairie Warbler the 
scrub oaks and low, brushy 
vegetation are preferred. 
There is no doubt that both 
Pine and Prairie Warblers 
have lost considerable favor- 
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Song in the Pine “Barrens 


John J. E/lhott 


able territory to the expansive 
building projects on Long 
Island. 

A Pine Warbler’s nesting 
station was reported at Valley 
Stream about a decade ago and 
the writer can recall a song- 
ster on one occasion at Massa- 
pequa during nesting season 
(now built upon), but a survey 
a few years ago revealed the 
western end of its breeding 
range to be around Linden- 
hurst. Also, there appears to 
be no recent records of Pine 
Warblers nesting at Oyster 
Bay as reported about three- 
quarters of a century ago by 
Theodore. Roosevelt, later 
President of the United States. 
The bird, however, is not too 
uncommon locally in Suffolk 
County, a good place to see 
and hear the species being at 
Selden, north of the Jericho 
Turnpike, in the remaining 
tall pine groves. 

Unlike these two warblers, 
which persist in relatively 
static numbers throughout the 
years, the Nighthawk, com- 
mon over tracts of eastern 
Long Island some 50 years 
ago, has almost disappeared 
as a breeding bird. Roy Lath- 
am, of Orient, claims that 
around the turn of the century, 
this species was abundant as 
a nesting bird at Orient and 
elsewhere, but has not sum- 
mered thereabouts for many 
years. 

It is possible that soon it 
may be classed as a _ non- 
breeder on Long Island, but a 
few records rather consistent- 
ly come from the Coram, Man- 
orville areas, where sandy 
tracts, or places bald of vege- 
tation, give it opportunity to 
lay its two eggs in a nestless 
hollow. Where present, its 
dashing zig - zagging flight 
through the sky, its loud, 
harsh “‘peent” and swooping 
to earth, make it a spectacular 
bird and one interesting to 
watch in its aerial cavorting. 

Most entertaining of all the 
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birds of the pine barrens, how- 
ever, is the Hermit Thrush, 
small colonies of which may 
be met with locally in the more 
extensive tracts of eastern 
Suffolk county. Its range ex- 
tends rather sparingly to the 
border of Nassau County on 
the west, but favorable, acces- 
sible barrens are to be found 
in the vicinity of Port Jeffer- 
son, to the east and north of 
Coram. The pine barrens of 
Suffolk County is the only 
location where the Hermit 
Thrush nests within 100 miles 
or more of New York City. 
They resort the more open 
areas where all is green and 
the growth of pitch pine and 
scrub oaks are neither too high 
nor too sparse. 

Here this bird, judged by 
many as the sweetest singing 
species in North © America, 
tunes its three differentiy 
pitched phrases of rich |flute 
and harpiike notes to the whis- 
per of stirring ieaves in day- 
time, or sings an evening 1e- 
quiem while scattered through 
the woodlands in the tading 
twilight. ‘’he singing 1s es- 
peciauy impressive in_ the 
open pine tracts, interspersed 
with a carpet ol vearverry 
(Arctostaphylos Uva - ursi) 
which torms a unique and 
glossy ground cover over tne 
gleaming white, sandy tracts, 
such as at Coram. 

The culminative effects of 
several visits, under very aus- 
picious circumstances, instilied 
within me lyrical verse 
brought out in the following 
lines. 


Ode to the Hermit Thrush 


When twilight falls and shadows 
sip 
Across the gilded evening sky, 
To Coram’s woods | take a trip 
‘Lo see the dashing Nighthawks fly; 
But best to me, in shadows dim, 
Where all is hushed in dusk serene, 
I listen for the evening hymn 
Of brown-backed Hermit Thrush 
unseen. 


For down the vistas of the pines, 

Where all about is park-like land; 

No under-growth but glistening 
vines 

And bearberry hides the white 
sand ; 

The melodies of their harp like 
tones 
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Chanting across the open glade, 
Make pines suggest cathedral 
domes 


With the pure music heaven-made. 


And when I leave this worldly 
sphere, 

Where earthly partings are no 
more; 

In heaven, loved faces to appear, 


Upon reaching that distant shore; 


When up and away I float along 

And spirit gently then reclines, 

I’ll ask no sweeter heavenly song 

Tran Hermit Thrushes’ in the 
pines. 
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It is a pleasure to receive and 
read the Forum every month. 
Charles E. Langeneger, 
Port Jefferson. 
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Picnic Groves and Excursions (‘Part 1) 


IX the last three decades of 
the 1800’s when Long 
Island resort hotels were filled 
to capacity by prosperous city 
folks seeking summer recrea- 
tion, the larger mass of city 
dwellers who could not afford 
to leave their jobs or board 
their families in the country 
for a prolonged vacation were 
not denied the oportunity to 
enjoy the delights of seashore 
and countryside. They need 
only belong to a church, a 
lodge, a fraternal order or 
one of the many benevolent 
associations of the period to 
participate in the annual out- 
ing of that group and many of 
those outings took the form of 
a sail up the Sound for a day 
of picnicking in one of the 
pleasant groves, competing for 
their patronage in every har- 
bor from Glen Cove to North- 
port. To the nearer harbors, as 
far as Roslyn, it was possible 
to send both a morning and an 
afternoon boat. East of North- 
port the sailing time cut the 
shore picnic time too closely 
to be popular. Cold Spring 
Harbor offered particularly 
desirable conditions in sail- 
ing time and picnic facilities 
and for years was the mecca 
of excursionists from Manhat- 
tan, Brooklyn and the nearer 
New Jersey communities. 
There were three public 
groves on the shores of 
Cold Spring Harbor. On the 
west side, adjacent to the 
hote', Laurelton Hall, was 
Laurelton Grove. On the east- 
ern shore, Wawepek Grove, 
sometimes called Dennison’s, 
the name of the proprietor, 
was located on‘ the present 
site of the Jennings Estate 
dock, and Columbia Grove, 
George Van Ausdall, propri- 
etor, was at the northern end 
of the Lloyds Néck causeway 
in the vicinity of the Willis 
Wood gatehouse. The layout 
of these groves was similar, 
the same pattern being gen- 
erally followed in all such 
places of that period. 


Estelle Valentine Newman 


Of first importance was a 
substantial, wide wooden dock 
extending far enough out to 
accomodate large steamboats 
at any tide and along its sides 
a bobbing line of ‘“Rowboats 
to Let” giving promise of fish- 
ing fun for the anglers or a 
leisurely exploration of the 
shore line by the more roman- 
tically inclined. Beyond the 
row of flimsy wooden bath 


cursionists seemed never to 
tire of tripping the light fan- 
tastic toe, aboard or ashore. 
In my mother’s scrapbook I 
find a small folder advertising 
a “Grand Family Excursion” 
in the season of 1883. The 
Order of Dances lists six dif- 
ferent kinds and the titles of 
tunes to be played for each 
dance. Versatile and nimble 
indeed were these dancers. 
They performed the Lanciers, 
the Waltz, the Quadrille, the 





—..Liovog Meck. LI 
From 188! Oil Painting by Edward Lange. 


shacks built just above high- 
water mark, the grove proper 
extended back into the wooded 
upland. Here were crude, un- 
painted board tables and 
and benches under shady 
trees, swings for the young 
fry, often a merry-go-round 
or carousel, a restaurant and 
always a dance pavilion. These 
pavilions were roofed plat- 
forms open on all sides except 
for a railing along which on 
the inside ran narrow plank 
benches to seat the specta- 
tors or rest the dancers be- 
tween numbers. 

Here, the bands which came 
on the excursion boats, pro- 
viding dance music both ways, 
stationed themselves to pro- 
vide another program of 
dance music for the afternoon 
hours at the grove. The ex- 


er 
GED. VAN AUS "PTE. 


Courtesy Huntington Historical Society. 


Schottische, the Polka and the 
Galop to such melodies as 
“Upper Crust”, “Paddy 
Duffy’s Cart’, “Rosebuds”, 
“Up and Away”, “The Widow 
Nolan’s Goat” and other simi- 
lar titles, all, no doubt from 
that season’s Hit Parade. On 
this particular outing a “First 
Class Brass Band” and “Bish- 
op’s String Band of Babylon” 
furnished the music. 

But now we must return to 
the grove where near the 
dance pavilion the ice cream 
and sodawater stand was set 
up, doing a brisk business in 
paper-wrapped barsof Neapol- 
itan ice cream and fruit-flav- 
ored sodawater in greenish 
glass bottles with the grey 
rubber stoppers that clamped 
on to the neck. They actually 
made a loud “pop” when pried 
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off. The restaurant was in a 
regular enclosed building. At 
Wawepek Grove the Dennisop 
family lived in one end during 
the season, since the grove 
proprietors operated the rest- 
aurants, featuring on their 
menus seafood from local wat- 
ers. The diners sat at small, 
oilcloth-covered tables each 
with its centrepiece of salt and 
pepper, sugar bowl, ketchup 
bottle and thick white bowl of 
oyster crackers. 

Many picnickers, however, 
preferred to bring their own 
lunch baskets and spread their 
red or blue checked cloths on 
the board tables or on the 
grassy turf saving their pen- 
nies for ice cream and soda 
or for the ubiquitous tin-type 
man who for ten cents would 
pose a stiffly-smiling family 
group or self-conscious young 








A Booklet to Have 
And to Hold 


The year 1950 will long be re- 
membered by the good people of 
Smithtown because of the, 275th 
Anniversary of the town’s First 
Presbyterian Church. And those 
who did not attend the celebration 
staged at Smithtown Branch some 
months ago marking the event may 
still do the next best thing: procure 
a copy of the handsome, informative 
booklet issued for the occasion. It 
is not simply a souvenir describing 
the various pageants and other 
activities, but contains such historic 
items as transcripts of old Indian 
deeds and the town patent issued 
by Richard Nicolls to Richard 
Smith, the names of the town’s 
tevolutionary Minutemen, and the 
list of the supervisors and town 
clerks from 1719 to the present. 
Needless to say, nobody but a 
Smith occupied Smithtown’s high- 
est public office up to 1797. 

The present building of the 
church is its third and was dedi- 
cated September 9, 1827. Probably 
its most famous minister was the 
Rev. Joshua Hartt who served dur- 
ing the War for Independence. The 
present pastor, the Rev. Raymond 
H. Case, was chairman of the Anni- 
versary Committee. Copies of the 
booklet may be obtained while they 
last by addressing 
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SMITHTOWN BRANCH 


Ist Edition Run at Cost 
Price Now $2.00 
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couple and after a few minutes 
in his dark-room tent would 
present them with the metallic 
likeness encased in a pink 
paper folder. 

So popular were these pic- 
nic groves that excursions 
were usually booked for nearly 
every day of the three month 
season opening on May 30. 
June was the popular month 
for Sunday School picnics, 
erher organizations preferring 
July and August. The book- 
ings were made by a city 
agent acting as contact man 
for the grove, the Steamboat 
Company and the organiza- 
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tions which wished the out- 
ing. We find frequent mention 
of one, N. Briggs who oper- 
ated at a New York address 
as “Briggs Excursions” and 
seems to have achieved on a 
limited scale a popularity akin 
to “Cooks Tours”’. 

The Steamboat Companies 
provided lavishly for the 
transportation of the excur- 
sionists with two and three 
decked side-wheelers, refresh- 
ments at popular prices and 
dancing enroute. At Laurelton 
Grove, the Iron Pier Steam- 
boat Company provided and 
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“Hero “Welcome of 1851 


HE hero was Louis Kos- 
suth, leader of the Hun- 
garian Revolution in 1848-49. 
He fought for freedom from 
Austria, freedom of the press, 
abolishment of feudalism, the 
rights of the poor, and the 
establishment of a republic in 
Hungary. Possibly he might 
have won, had not Russia put 
her mighty power behind Aus- 
tria. Feudalism was abolished, 
but all other reforms went by 
the board. 

Kossuth fled into Turkey 
which nation refused to hand 
him over to either Austria or 
Russia. In 1851 upon joint ap- 
peal of England and the 
United States, Turkey agreed 
to release him and our Coun- 
try sent the frigate Missis- 
sippi to carry him to Gibralter. 
From there he went to Eng- 
land, and later came to the 
United States. 

Among some old family let- 
ters I found a first hand ac- 
count of his visit to New York, 
written by a boy in Brooklyn 
(who simply signed himself 
C.R.J.) ; to his friend William 
Wheeler, my Uncle, freshman 
at Yale. As my Uncle Will was 
only fifteen at the time (they 
went to college young in those 
days), I rather imagine his 
friend was about the same 
age: 

Brooklyn Dee. 7, 1851 

My dear Will: I have seen 
the Lion at last and have had 
as good a view of him as could 
be desired. Kossuth arrived at 
Staten Island Thursday night, 
as you know by the papers, 
spent Friday in making 
speeches and listening to those 
of others (pretty tiresome 
work | should think), and 
reached New York Saturday 
noon. The procession was larg- 
er than any I have ever seen 
before. 

Kossuth was in a carriage 
ard kept bowing to the ladies 
at their windows on either side 
of the street. Some time before 
he got to where I was, and be- 





Kate VY hee ler eStrong 


fore his carriage could be dis- 
tinguished, I could tell he was 
coming, by the white handker- 
chiefs waving from every win- 
dow. 

After the procession I went 
to the park in order if possible 
to hear him speak, and got a 
place on one of the chains that 
separate the grass from the 
walks. So many stood on them, 
they were as stiff as a tight 
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America’s War Window, a Cyril A. Lewis Watercolor. 


rope and by leaning one hand 
on a man standing on the 
ground by me, I got along very 
well. 

I don’t think I ever laughed 
heartier than I did at seeing 
the police clear a space around 
the stand erected for Kossuth. 
They would push, kick and pull 
the people by the collar, but 
as fast as they drove them off 
on one side, in they would 
flock on another, and once a 
party of police drove some men 
back to one of the chains. 
Some of them would not or 
could not get over and were 
kindly assisted by the police, 
who lifted them up by the 
shoulders and feet and pitched 
them head first on top of the 
crowd on the other side. 

After Kossuth began to 


speak everybody tried to get 
onto the chains, two chaps 
were knocked off, which loos- 
ened the chain and consequent- 
ly set everyone on the chain 
shaking backwards and for- 
wards and soon made all 
tumble off. I stuck on for some 
time, but at length tumbled 
off and could not get on again. 
So after getting my toes 
smashed as much as I thought 
prudent, I went home. 

3efore I left my place on 
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the chain however, I had an 
excellent sight of him for 
about five minutes. He is rath- 
er slender, middle height, tol- 
erably handsome, thick and 
nearly gray beard and mus- 
tache; the first very long and 
falling down on his breast, 
straight nose, dark eyes and 
hair and looks pale and care- 
worn. 

The pictures we see in every 
store window are pretty good, 
only they make him look near- 
ly 20 years younger. Uncle 
Amos saw Kossuth and his 
wife at church as they sat 
right near him. She, he says, 
is a pleasant looking body, 
light hair and rather a Ger- 
man cast of features. 

Mr. Dwight (his school- 
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tower and then started on his way 
to cross the ocean to France. 
“When the railroad was cut 
through to the eastern part of 
Long Island, Mr. Albertson sold 
his farm to them through a real 
estate broker named Blydenburg. 
After the ‘R. R. took what was 
needed the balance was sold back to 
the Albertsons.” 


Mr. Blakelock’s article on Beth- 
page State Park was very inter- 
esting. Some of my ancestors are 
buried in the Quaker cemetery near 
there. Mrs. James L. Newman, 
Cold Spring Harbor. 

Those Old Time Engines 
George W. Winans 


In the interesting account of “Old 
Locomotives”, which appeared in 
the Forum of November 1950, Mr. 
John Tooker refers to the first 
three locomotives of the LIRR as 
the Ariel, Plowboy and Hicksville. 
It may be a matter of little conse- 
quence but I had never before seen 
one of the three called Plowboy. | 
have seen repeated references to the 
Post Boy as one of the three, both 
in early newspapers and in the 
official reports of the railroad. In 
each instance it is referred to as 
the Post Boy. The Ariel and Post 
Boy were built by M. H. Baldwin. 
The Hicksville was built by the 
Lock and Canals Company. Each 
cne weighed seven tons. 

it was the Ariel that brought 
four open cars and one hundred 
guests to Jamaica on April 18, 1836, 
when ground was broken for the 
extension of the railroad east of 
Jamaica. The report of the Direct- 
ors of the railroad, dated Janu- 
ary 1, 1849, says that the thirteen 
year old Ariel was then valued at 
>1,000, and was being used to saw 
wood. The Directors reported on 
March 31, 1855, that the Ariel 
“might be run, value $500.” 

The Post Boy, in the 1849 report 
of the Directors, is noted as being 
thirteen years old and “laid up”, 
value $1,500. In the 1853 report it 
is stated that: “The old engine 
Post Boy has been taken to pieces 
and solu”. 

The Hicksville, in 1849, was re 
ported by the Directors as being 
twelve years old, was then “laid 
up” and was valued at $2,000. The 
1855 report says the Hicksville was 
then valued at $200, was used up 
and not worth repairing. 

In 1849 the railroad owned fif- 
teen engines. By 1855 there were 
twenty. Of the 1849 engines the 
largest was the four year old New 
York which weighed seventeen tons. 
The 1849 report of the Directors 


Continued on page 





Reminders 





Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Emile 
“Bill” Losi, Park Ave. and Ireland 
Place, Amityville. 


For Satisfaction 
The Islip Sanitary Laundry, Inc., 
Saxon Ave. at Union St., Isiip. 
Phones Islip 2206 and Bay Shore 
432. 


Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 
Distributors for Firestone Products 
TERRY BROTHERS 
430 W. Main St. Tel. 109 Patchogue 


Funeral Home 
GEORGE C. WHITE 
Established 1894 
34 Park Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 











atG U S PAT OFF 


STOP in and let us 
demonstrate the 


NEW ZENITH ( sinat ) 
ROYAL 


HEARING AID 


In Stock: Batteries for all 
‘Types of Aids 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 
18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. Babylon 927 
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RCA-Columbia- Decca 
Wide Selection of 
POPULAR 


CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 
AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 
On the Triangle Amityville 1177 
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First “ Rugby in Greenport 


Editor’s Note 

Mr. Corwin spent his boyhood on 
the family farm at Greenport. Now 
a member of the prominent law firm 
of Corwin & Stuckart of Hunting- 
ton, he likes nothing better than to 
reminisce about those good old days 
down on the farm. 


WHILE back Dr. Wood 
wrote a much appreci- 
ciated article about “The First 
Train to Greenport”. By the 
way the good old L.I.R.R. is 
going, it may well be that 
someone will shortly be able to 
write about “The Last Train 
to Greenport”. 

So as the railroad won’t hog 
the show, submitted herewith 
is a little something about the 
First Football Game in Green- 
port. 

This literary effort is be- 
cause I see every once in a 
while letters in the Forum 
from a gent who signs him- 
self as John Oakley Ireland. 


Unless I’m nuts, (and un- 
doubtedly considerable local 
testimony can be_ produced 


that I am), this J. Oakley is 
the same boy who was the 
plunging fullback and captain 
of the winning team. In fact, 
he was the guy who owned 
the football. 


Thru the courtesy of F. 
Niwroc Corwin, owner, editor 
and publisher of Suffolk Times 
(Subscription $3.50, in ad- 
vance), that paper set the 
thing up on December 7, 1895 
as follows: 


The Mercury and Sterling foot- 
ball elevens came together on 
Thanksgiving afternoon for the 
first game of Rugby ever played 
in Greenport. From start to finish 
they put on an interesting and ex- 
citing game. The result of which 
was in doubt until time was called. 
It was supposed that the weicht of 
the Sterling eleven would be too 
much for the High School boys but 
the latters better training enabled 
them to win. Much interest was 
manifested in the game, and when 
time was called at 2:15 fully one 
thousand people were on_ the 
grounds. 


Mercury won the toss, and very 


A a APR MEI: 


Hilary Corwin 


wisely took the wind and the sun to 
their backs giving Sterling the ball 
for the kickoff. At the kickoff, 
Cook sent the ball well into Mer- 
cury’s territory, where it was ad- 
vanced 10 yards before being 
downed. 

Although there was much off side 
playing by both teams, the ball was 
advanced by Mercury by well di- 
rected center and end plays until 


ing played well and took the ball on 
downs. Time was called with the 
ball in Sterling’s possession on the 
25 yard line. 

The features of the game were 
for Mercury, the long runs around 
the left end by Rowland, Ireland’s 
bucking the center and the work 
of Raynor and Biggs in the line. 
For Sterling, the work of Hawkins 
in the line, the tackling of Wells 
and Cook and the punting of G. 
Rogers. 


Tasker. Rewhand Ont 


hk Sein 
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Greenport Rugby Team of 1895 


the ball was on Sterling’s 8 yard 
line. On the next rush, Ireland 
carried the ball across scoring the 
first touch-down for Mercury. Ray- 
nor failed to kick the goal. 
Mercury 4, Sterling 0. 

Cook again kicked off for Sterling 
to the 25 yard line but good block- 
ing by Mercury carried the ball 
back 15 yards. Mercury again 
worked the ball down the tield to 
Sterling’s 10 vard line where Ire- 
land’s feint to go through the line 
enabled McCarter to carry the ball 
around left and over the line for 
Mercury’s second touchdown. Ray- 
nor kicked the goal this time. Score 
Mercury 10, Sterling 0. This ended 
the scoring for the half. 

In the helf, Mercury 
kicked off. Sterling now played a 
much stronger game preventing 
Mercury from scoring, and car- 
rying the ball twice across Mer- 
cury’s goal line, but neither touch- 
down was allowed, as the first was 
made on an off-side play and the 
second after the ball was dead on 
a forward pass. Towz:rd the last 
half, Mercury worked the ball to 
Sterling’s 20 yard line, but Sterl- 


Score 


second 


The teams lined up as follows: 


M.A.C. S.A.C. 
Costello L.E. Rowland 
Corwin mm Davis 
Raynor L.G. Hawkins 
Swain C. Thornhill 
Monsell R.G. Corey 
Geehreng Ay oft E. Rogers 
Biggs R.E. Lees 
Tasker Q.B. Cook 
McCarter L.H. C. Thornhill! 
Rowland R.H. Wells 
Ireland F.B. G., Rogers 


Referee—Mr. Hunkirs 
Umpire—Mr. Price 
Linesmen—Mr. Corey, Mr. Burns 


I attended in person with 
my pop, who, on account of my 
brother Nat was a contestant, 
drove down from the farm on 
the North Road in a one-horse 
box wagon with eight inches 
of rye straw in the bottom. 
Undoubtedly, this was the 
forerunner of the motor am- 
bulance service we see at to- 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 


Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola bi 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 


148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 


Farmingdale = 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
See Grey Sosa, 291 Conklin St., 
Farmingdale. Real Estate Broker. 
Tel. Farmingdale 321. 
Riverhead ; : 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY | 
Fastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 


Seg 


"Qe eee See ae 


Port Washington 
Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 
Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Real Estate 


Management Appraisals 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. Freeport 525 








Custom Builders 
Billson Housing Corp 


900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L.I., N. Y. 


Wm. F. Trautwein 
Sayville 2425-w MAssapequa 6-2920 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 


Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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reveals the following facts. Pas-« 
senger train miles run 94,294. 
Freight train miles run 82,983. The 
engines were all wood burners. The 
number of cords of wood used while 
running was 6,268. The number of 
gallons of oil used for the engines 
was 1,330. This was an average of 
one cord of wood for twenty-eight 
and one-third miles, and an aver- 
age of about one gallon of oil for 
133% miles. 

Today the best scheduled time 
for the 9.3 miles between Jamaica 
and Brooklyn is seventeen minutes. 
The Long Island Democrat of Aug- 
ust 20, 1844 says: “The Boston 
train leaving Brooklyn at 8 A.M. 
Monday, passed the twelve mile 
post in Jamaica at 8:15 A.M.” 

The late Amos Denton (1835- 
1934) said that the first time he 
went from Jamaica to Brooklyn by 
train, there were two passenger 
cars, seating possibly forty-eight 
persons each. Alsu attached to the 
train was one car loaded with wood 
and one car loaded with hay. 

The Long Island Democrat of 
September 7, 1837 printed an ac- 
count of an accident at Jamaica. 
The engineer of a train on its way 
to Brooklyn had occasion to back 
his train for the purpose of taking 
on a car loaded with long pieces of 
timber, some of which projected a 
considerable distance beyond the 
ends of the car on which it was 
loaded. “The engineer (being doubt- 
less unaware of that fact) ran the 
train so far back as to cause the 
projecting timber to competely 
force in the back of the hindermost 
car.” In addition to the damage to 
the passenger car, two passengers 
were slightly injured. 

Editor’s Note. Mr. Winans is the 
author of ‘‘ First Presbyterian 
Church of Jamaica, 1662-1942,” 
published in 1943, a book of 24% 
pages containing a very fine his- 
tory of that church. 

x * 3 


Railroad Reminiscence 
by John Tooker 


Old newspapers contain many in- 
teresting items about railroading 
on Long Island in early years, some 
of them amusing, others tragic. 
The first steam railroad on L. I. 
ran from South Ferry at the foot 
of Atlantic St., in Brooklyn to Ja- 
maica in 1836, and was extended 
to Greenport and other places in 
later years. 

There was considerable opposi- 
tion to the railroad from the first, 
particularly from those who did 


Continued on next page 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 








Commack 


JOHN W. NOTT 

Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 
HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


Wyandanch 











HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 














Westhampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 








Central Iclip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








Blue Point 


E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
Edwin N. Rowley Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
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Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone _HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 





HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
“ Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone ¢ 4-1500 


“HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 

i Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 

q 111 Tyson Ave. Floral Park 3338 


d Westbury 


Lake Rusiesions 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 





Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


BENT WEsT- 


Real Estate - Insurance 
East SETAUKET 
oh 

1.101 hang | 




















. 
Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 
199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 
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Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 


Insurance — Real Estate 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 

Tel. Amityville 1% 




















not use it, and in Booklyn it grew 
to such proportions that steam rail- 
roads were banished from the city 
in 1861. According to one writer it 
was the peri! of trains rushing 
through the streets at twelve miles 
per hour that aroused so much op- 
position. 

This rate of speed is confirmed 
by an advertisement of lots for sale 
in 1843 by John R. Pitkin of East 
New York. One of his inducements 
was that South Ferry could be 
reached in 22 minutes from East 
New York, a rate of about 11.9 
miles per hour. 

A few years later better time was 
made as shown on time tables print- 
ed in 1874. Trains running between 
Greenport and Hunter’s Point were 
scheduled to make the 94 mile run 
in 4 hours and 15 minutes making 
all stops, at a rate of 25 miles per 
hour. 

Because of local ordinance bar- 
ring steam trains from the streets 
of Brooklyn the railroad was oblig- 
ed to close up the tunnel that 
pierced Cobble Hill, and abandon its 
tracks between South Ferry and 
East New York. The people of 
Brooklyn soon realized their mis- 
take and a bill permitting steam 
trains in Brooklyn passed the State 


alle 


i 


a ton! 


Legislature in 1876 and was signed 
by Governor Samuel J. Tilden, Al- 
though service on Atlantic Ave., 
between Flatbush Ave., and East 
New York was restored late in 
the summer of 1877, Brooklyn was 
never again the main western term- 
inal of the L.I.R.R. 

By the time service was restored 
on Atlantic Ave., (as the street 
was then called) the locomotives 
were burning soft coal instead of 
wood and in 1878 this was changed 
to hard coal. Almost every issue of 
the papers about that time contain- 

Continued on next page 











Tel. Babylon 265 


W. E. MAGEE, Ine. 
APPRAISER 


Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
Babylon, N. Y. 











Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 





Wantagh 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 
______ Babylon 








CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 





W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


_ Center Moriches 





AU GUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Main Strest Center Moriches 400 
ji Great Neck 


f, Y; A LONG ISLAND 


REAL ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted ~- 
all over Long Island. 
Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


_ Garden City 


BULKLEY g ORTON (0. 


7 orri Far 














“Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization™’ 
721 Franklin Ave. Tel. Garden City 7-5400 











Joseph Annino 


Real Estate - Insurance 
201 Higbie Lane - West Islip 
Phones—Bus: Babylon 1960 

es: Babylon 1668 
West Islip's First Established Ins. Agency 


ere AUTEAD EES 


MEMPSIERD NEW FO! 


ANTHRACITE 
Bituminous Coal 


Esso Fuel Oil 
Phone HEmpstead 2-2510 
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Brokers 





Hampton Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 

Telephone 420 


Merrick 


TOM ABBOTT 
Realtor - Insurance 
29 West Sunrise Highway 


Tel FReeport 8-O0899 
West Hempstead 


CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2- 








Headquarters 
FOR 

Home Owners 

LUMBER 
HARDWARE 

TOOLS 

Home Appliances 

| Wall Paper Paint 


Nassau Su uffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY CORP. 














Eight Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 











Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 
1938-47 inclusive. About 40 pages 
compiled by Miss Marguerite V. 
Doggett, Librarian L. I. Collection, 
Queens Borough Public Library, 
Jamaica 2, N. Y. Done by photo 
offset process. $1 postpaid. Order 


from Miss Doggett 








Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Broadway. Amityville Tel. 33 
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ed items about pedestrians and ve- 
hicles being struck by trains. Cros- 
sing gates were patented about 
1878 and erected on many Atlantic 
Ave. crossings soon after. 

Railroading in 1845 must have 
been a hazardous business for an 
engineer driving an eight or ten 
ton engine over rails made of 
strap iron nailed to wooden sleep- 
ers, and the whole fastened to the 
ties with chain straps. On a trip 
from South Ferry to Greeport tne 
wood burning locomotives had to 
replenish their fuel supply at Ja- 
maica, Farmingdale, and Manor 
(now Manorville). Those wood 
burning engines soon became notor- 
ious for setting the forests ablaze. 

Out around Westbury the engin 
eers were annoyed by sheep getting 
on the tracks and jogging slowly 
along ahead of the engine. An en 
gineer named Ayres wnce became s 
exasperated that he ran through a 
small herd of them and killed abou 
a dozen. The angry farmers laid 
for him with shotguns and 
peppered his engine with shot every 
time he passed by. He became so 
frightened that he resigned his 
job to try something safer. 

Many ideas that we think are the 
product of our times were proposed 
long before some of us were born. 
In 1874 it was propo ied to do away 
with steps on L.I.R.R. cars and 
build depot platforms level with the 
car deck. There are only a few 
places on Long Island today out 
side of the metropolitan area where 
this has been done. 

Steam heating of cars from the 
engine was proposed in 1877 but the 
writer rode in cars long after that 
with coal stoves in them, and kero- 
sene lamps for illumination. Ston- 
ing trains is not a recent practice 
either, for a group of boys were 
arrested at Fresh Pond in 1878 and 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
/ Summer, Fall acd Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design. Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Constructior and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


urses prepare students for the fascinating 
fields of decoration and cies in minimum 
time, day or evening Placement 
eo Send for Circ. ¢ Phone CO. 5- i 
TER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
TRAPHAGER. 1680 Broadway (S2nd St.) New York "9 


Massapequa 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 





Insurance - Real Estate 
Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-071 
___ Stony Brook ae 
L. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 
Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shore 





Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. Bay Shore 1442 


East Norwich 


Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Manges Real Estate Broker 

Oyster Bay 592 
North Meneelel Turnpike 








SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 

















Suffolk eo 
Repair Co 
ROYAL Sales, Service, Rentals 
All Makes Sold, Repaired, Rented 
Adding Machines Office Equipment 
199 W. Main St. Bay Shore Tel. 986 














Mortgage Money 
Available 
NO APPRAISAL FEES 
The Union Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County ine Roads 
Tel. Amityville 99-910 
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a man somewhere else in 1879 for 
doing it. 

Train departures are announced 
today by depot gatemen, loud 
speakers, or bulletins at train gates 
but in Hempstead in 1840 the an- 
nouncement was made by a mar 
in the street ringing a hand bell 
and calling out: “This train wil! 
leave in — minutes.” 

* K* * 


Mr. Pennypacker Replies 


Where the Hulbert Flag and the 
documents that were with it came 
irom: 

Some years ago it happened in 
my search for historical material 
I was a frequent visitor to Sag 
Harbor and would usually remain 
over night at one of the hotels, but 
the time came that because of ill- 
ness in my family I felt it advisable 
to return to New York in the after- 
noon train. It was within about two 
hours cf train time when I con- 
cluded that if I made another call 
I might miss my train, therefore 
I decided to keep within a reason- 
able distance of the depot. I was 
at the moment opposite a grocery 
store. Without needing anything 
in particular I walked in, and al- 
most at that moment I heard the 
proprietor ‘say to a man he was 
talking to “there’s the very man 
you should see”. He introduced me 
to his friend whom it happened 
was William Gardiner. He told me 
his friend had commenced to tear 
down a very old house that was 
so unusually constructed that I 
might be interested in it. Gardiner 
then began to tell me that the un- 
usual construction consisted of 
double walls and they seemed to be 
packed with seaweed. It was within 
a couple of blocks of where we were 
so 1 told him I would go with him 
to see it. 

When we got there he showed 
me the sea weed and the hole in 
the wall that he was opening up. 
He showed me what was left of an 
old flag, a part of which was still 
wrapped in a very ancient and al- 
most rotten piece of paper. He had 
been told that I was locking for 
eld things and he asked if I would 
buy it. I emphatically told him no. 
I was not interested. And then I 
happened to think that Wm. D. 
Halsey might like it. I told him 
to take it over and show it to 
Halsey, and then I began again 
looking at the double wall. Removal 
of more of the sea weed from a 
part of the wall that had not until 
then been examined revealed an- 
other package wrapped more se- 
curely than the flag was and when 
I finally undid the wrappers I 
discovered that it contained docu- 
ments and letters. Now this I can 


anlar Eds 


give you money for, I said, with- 
out even knowing what the letters 
said. It was then nearing my train 
time and I paid him perhaps a little 
more than he expected and hurried 
to the train. 

It seems almost unbelievable but 
is nevertheless a fact, that I did 
not look at those letters on the 
train and when I got home I had 
to plan a whole week’s work in 
a new field, and the package was 
forgotten. Not until I had occasion 
to call on Mr. Halsey at Bridge- 
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I can swear, however, that the 
documents came from between the 
walls of the Hulbert House in Sag 
Harbor. I can also swear that un- 
less William Gardiner was mis- 
leading me he showed me the flag 
in Sag Harbor before Halsey saw 
it at Bridgehampton, and I am 
of the opinion that the only time it 
was in Bridgehampton before Wm. 
D. Halsey purchased it was when 
William Gardiner took it with him 
to the Dr. Gardiner house in order 
that it might be near Mr. Halsey 

















The Old Atlantic House, Bridgehampton. Courtesy Bridgehampton News. 


hampton did I think to examine the 
documents. Then I found that Mr. 
halsey had purchased the flag and 
his niece was very carefully re- 
storing it. William Gardiner had 
called there twice before he found 
halsey at home. When he could not 
see him upon his first call he left 
the package with the flag at the 
Dr. Gardiner house, from where he 
took it to Halsey’s home upon the 
second trip. 

I was annoyed when all the news- 
papers had it that the flag came 
from the Gardiner house but at that 
time, having not yet examined the 
Hulbert Documents and not yet 
knowing who Hulbert was or that 
it was one of the Hulbert houses 
where the documents and the flag 
were found, the fact that the wrong 
house was credited preserving the 
flag seemed unimportant. 

A few of the mistakes Wood 
makes on page 93 are here men- 
tioned. He states “As noted above” 
that Captain Hulbert’s wife is bur- 
ied in Bridghampton, the allusion 
being to page 83 on which the burial 
of Lieut. John’s wife, the Cap- 
tain’s mother is recorded. His 
paragraph of 13 lines right in the 
middle of page 93 is entirely false. 
His six line paragraph right under 
the 13 line paragraph is a made up 
fabrication. The third paragraph 
on the third column of page 93 can 
cnly be acounted for in one way, 
that is if there were two flags, but 
that is almost impossible. 


when he was able to see it. William 
Gardiner, if I am correctly informed 
was in a measure taking care of 
Dr. Gardiner’s place that season, 
either as Watchman or in some 
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such capacity and frequently staid 
there at night. 

Odd as it may seem, I can re- 
call but one article I wrote about 
the flag and the documents dur- 
ing that year that they were found. 
That one article I showed to the 
reporters and told them they were 
welcome to use it, but to my recol- 
lection few used it, preferring to 
use what they copied and wrote 
themselves and giving me credit 
for furnishing them with the mater- 
ial even though it was materially 
changed when it got in the paper. 

If what Mr. Wood has written on 
page 93 of the May 1951 issue of 
the Long Island Forum were cor- 
rect, if I could believe there was 
any truth in this closing paragraph, 
I would condemn displaying such 
material in any Historical Institu- 
tion, least of all in our County. 

Morton Pennypacker, 
Official Historian of Suffolk County. 


Questions Flag’s Priority 


Ernest S. Clowes 
Historian and Author 
Bridgehampton 


The interesting article by Dr. 
Clarence Ashton Wood on Capt. 
John Hulbert, sometime of Bridge- 
hampton and Sag Harbor, publish- 
ed in the May Forum, throws well- 
deserved doubt on the theory that 
the old flag found about twenty- 
five years ago in a house which 
he never saw was used by him in 
the Revolution and served as a 
pattern for “The Star Spangled 
Banner”. There are some errors in 
Dr. Wood’s piece however, espe- 
cially concerning the house which 
was Hultert’s home during his life 
in FPri'gehampton. 

Dr. Wood is mistaken in stating 
that the house still stands at the 
corner of the Sag Harbor-Bridge- 
hampton Turnpike and Lumber 
Lane in this village and that it was 
once the home of Dr. John Lion 
Gardiner in whose possession the 
flag was for many years. Dr. Gard- 
iner did live for many years on 
that corner and that house still 
stands but it was built many years 
after John Hulbert left Bridge- 
hampton. The house he lived in 
here doesn‘t stand anywhere. 

Sut let’s go back to something 
like first hand authority. I have 
before me the original manuscript 
of a description by a former Bridge- 
hampton resident of the houses 
around the Five Corners in the 
center of this village as of the mid- 
dle 30’s of the last century. The 
writer was the late Charles H. Hil- 
dreth who wrote a series of his- 
torical pieces for the Bridgehamp- 
ton News about 1908. This piece I 
am about to quote from is titled, 
“The Village of Bridgehampton 70 
Years ago.”” Writing of the north- 
east corner of Montauk Highway, 
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“Picnic Groves 
and Excursions 


Continued from page 106 


installed amusement fixtures, 
at the beginning of each sea- 
son, returning them to their 
city storage lofts in the fall. 
So large were the groups of 
excursionists that auxiliary 
barges, often double-decked, 
were lashed to either side of 
the steamboat or tewed by 
tugs where under awning can- 
opies extra hundreds could be 
accomodated over the steam- 
er’s 1000-2000 capacity. 

In the files of the local 
weekly newspaper for 1890, 
we find such items as this: 
“The first picnic to Dennison’s 
Grove arrived from New York 
on the 3lst (May), tug and 
two barges”, or “The Sunday 
School of the Bedford Street 
M. E. Church of Brooklyn 
came up on one of the Iron 
Steamboat Company’s steam- 
ers to Laurelton Grove on 
Thursday last. There were 
about 1200 aboard’, and “June 
21st—a picnic is expected up 
from New York to Laurelton 
Grove on the 31st with 3,300 
people, the largest of the sea- 
son”. But on August 15, 1891 
this is topped by “steamboat, 
three barges and a tug — all 
loaded, 4,500 people in all’. 
No liquors were sold on board 
or at the groves but some 
groups brought their own. 
Any resulting disorder was 
sternly quelled by the propriet- 
ors and future booking re- 
fused to that group. 

We note that in August, 
1892 the Steamer Sirius 
brought up the “Anawanda 
Club, a leading Tammany or- 
ganization. The gathering re- 
sembled a Sunday School pic- 
nic rather than a political ex- 
cursion. The whole party pa- 
tronized the cold water foun- 
tain’. There is mention of G. 
A. R., German singing groups, 
Chatauqua Societies and Dan- 
bury Hatters from Connecti- 
cut on a moonlight sail. The 
evening picnics often enjoyed 
a display of “Japanese” fire- 
works. Furthermore, what 
would you think of this inva- 





sion today about which the 
local reporter comments 
simply, “A picnic of about 600 
Chinamen from Mott Street 
came to Laurelton Grove on 
Tuesday ?”’ I am told that half 
the village went to the grove 
that day, by boat or rig, to 
observe these foreign folks. 

How did the people in our 
village and vicinity react to 
this seasonal descent upon 
their shores by hordes of 
strangers? Did they resent 
this intrusion upon their priv- 
acy and quiet? Quite the con- 
trary. It appears they were 
delighted to offer their hos- 
pitality, to share their beau- 
tiful harbor and_ pleasant 
beaches with less-privileged 
city dwellers. There was ex- 
citement in mingling with 
crowds of people, scrutinizing 
their dress, their actions, a 
proprietorv thrill in listening 
to expressions of admiration 
for the scenery. And it must 
be confessed there was the 
satisfaction of getting, as well 
as sharing. There was employ- 
ment a-plenty for man and 
boy, and dollars and nickels to 
be earned not only in work at 
the groves but in many inci- 
dental ways. Clams, oysters 
and fish, freshly dug or 
caught, sold readily at the rest- 
aurants. Boys rose early those 
summer mornings to drag for 
bait or scull around the mill 
ponds at the harbor head, pul- 
ling baskets full of pond lilies 
which. a novelty to the pic- 
nic folk and prized because 
the water in the tube stem 
kept them fresh so long, sold 
at three blossoms for a nickel. 

Did the picnickers tire of the 
grove’s attractions, Totten’s 
Livery was on hand to take 
a stage load or furnish a rig, 
driver if desired, to explore 
the countryside. The village 
“Captains”, as plentiful in 
Coldspring in those days as 
Kentucky Colonels, made their 
small sailboats or naptha 
launches available for cruising 
about or anchoring to fish in a 
nearby cove. The groves were 
open to local citizenry as well 
as to city excursions and Sun- 
day Schools within easy driv- 
ing distance held their annual 
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outings there. Families in the 
vicinity often went to the 
groves to meet city relatives 
who had come up on the excur- 
sions. Even the local gentry 
found relaxation in an after- 
noon drive, behind their high- 
stepping teams, to the grove, 
to observe, if not join in the 
frolicking throngs. 


Concluded next month 








First “Rugby in 
7" 
Greenporm 
Continued from page 109 
day’s games. Anyhow, Nat 
arrived home under his own 
steam. 

As to the young men in the 
picture, I think Costello, Ray- 
nor, Biggs, McCarter, Tasker, 
Swain and Rowland have gone 
to their Great Reward. Geeh- 
reng is now one of Greenport’s 
leading citizens, Ireland lives 
in Gulfport, Florida, and Cor- 
win lives in Essex, Connecti- 
cut. 


“Hero Welcome 
of 1851 


Continued from page 107 


master), thinks that Kossuth 
is the greatest man of his age. 
He made up a speech about 
him and, miracle of miracles, 
promised to let us out in time 
to get over to see the proces- 
sion if he should come on a 
school day, and in honor of 
him kept nobody in Friday 
afternoon after school. This 
last measure was very popular 
as you might imagine. 
Yours most truly, C.R.J. 


The Forum continues to give us 
so much enjo:ment. We lock for- 
ward to each issue. Mrs. ‘J. A 
Waehler, Valley Stream. 


Thanks for the continued in- 
terest that you furnish your read- 
ers. Maurice Cohen, Glen Cove. 
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Ocean Road and the Sag Harbor 
Turnpike he states. 

“Across the street (in the loca- 
tion above stated) was what was 
called the Widow Rose’s house. It 
was different in style from any 
other house in Bridgehampton. It 
had a hip roof and a stoop at the 
door and blinds on the windows. It 
looked faded but in a good state of 
preservation. When Judge Rose 
built the house owned by Mr. Cor- 
with (The late Henry N. Corwith 
who occupied it from about 1898 
until his death a few years ago) he 
(Judge Rose) sold the old house to 
Augustus Gardiner who moved it, 
screwed it up and built a storey 
under it, the present Atlantic Hote). 
I suppose the house was built by 
Col. John Hulbert—not before 1763 
for the Brushy Plain was not allot- 
ted before that time. We know but 
little of Col. Hulbert, he was a 
military man and was in Washing- 
ton’s army. His wife lived at 
Bridgehampton at the time of the 
Revolution.” 

The matter above in parentheses 
is by the present writer. Mr. Hil- 
dreth also briefly mentions the 
house, wrongly supposed by Dr. 
Wood to have been the home of 
Capt. Hulbert. When Mr. Hildreth 
wrote the piece quoted above, this 
house had been occupied by the late 
Dr. Silas Corwith for some 20 years. 
Mr. Hildreth says of it as of 1835 
or so, “Dr. Corwith’s was a new 
house built by Capt. William Top- 
ping”. Dr. John Gardiner owned it 
from 1846 to 1891. as a ae 

The history of the real Hulbert 
House was that after Augustus 
Gardiner acquired it he moved it 
to a site now the Episcopal 
Church property on the south side 
of Bridgehampton Main. street. 
There it had another storey added 
and became a tavern. It was bought 
by John W. Hull in 1865 and as 
“The Atlantic House” was under 
his management until about the 
time of his death some 40 years 
later. More familiarly known as 
“John Hull’s” it built up a repu- 
tation for fine food and service all 
over Long Island, and beyond for 
that matter. After Mr. Hull’s death 
the Episcopal Church bought the 
whole property and the old inn 
was torn down in 1915. Much of the 
lumber was taken to Southampton 
and may well be serving in some 
buildings there even to-day. 

As for the matter of the old 
flag, | have at hand a letter from 
the late State Historian of New 
York, Dr. Alexander C. Flick, dated 
July 27, 1927, in answer to an in- 
quiry as to what he thought of it. 
I quote the essential parts: 

“As a matter of fact, it seems 
doubtful whether any authentic 
Stars and Stripes flag exists at all 
until the latter part of the Revolu- 
tionary War. There can be no doubt 
that this flag is an old one. Its exact 
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age will have to be determined, 
however, by the use of documents, 
by a study of the material—such as 
cloth and thread—and possibly by a 
chemical analysis of the dyes used 
for the blue and red. 

“I have taken little stock in the 
theory that this flag goes back to 
the year 1775 and that it played 
the important role claimed for it. I 
have an open mind on the subject 
and would welcome any positive in- 
formation that would make the 
situation clear. You are aware of 
the fact of course that possibly ten 
different places in the United 
States claim to have been the spot 
where the flag was either first made 
or first used in some military way. 
Some of the places have gone so 
far as to attempt to force recogni- 
tion of their claim by the national 
government.” 

I do not know if any impartial 
investigation as suggested by Dr. 
Flick has ever been made, but I do 
know from a personal talk with the 
late William D. Halsey that he knew 
nothing of any particular story 
connected with the flag when he 
acquired it merely as an interest- 
ing antique. He considered claims 
made for it as just an interesting 
theory. He was Dr. Gardiner’s near- 
est neighbor for many years and 
remembers nothing said to him 
about it. Yet Dr. Gardiner was a 
historically minded man. There is 
no record that he said anything 
to anyone about the flag. 

It may have been Capt. Hulbert’s 
flag at some time in his military 
service. It may equally well have 
belonged to some of Dr. Gardiner’s 
ancestors who were in the Revo- 
lution. The lag of some 19 months 
between the time when the Captain 
is alleged to have taken the flag to 
Philadelphia and the official adop- 
tion of “The Stars and Stripes” 
would seem at least to indicate that 
any suggestions it might have 
had for official flag designers were 
slow to “take” in spite of the fact 
that during this interval such stir- 
ring events occurred as the Dec- 
laration of Independence, the Battle 
of Long Island, and the Battle of 
Trenton. 

Another minor error in Dr. 
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Wood’s piece is the date of Dr. 
Gardiner’s death. It was not “March 
30, 1898” but May 29, 1908. This 
may be verified by reading his 
tombstone in the old village ceme- 
tery here. 
* K 
Slaves at Orient 


Or the old Hog Pond farm in 
Orient, the place of my birth 
there is an old graveyard in which 
slaves that worked on the farm 
in yesteryear are buried. My great- 
grandfather, old Dr. Tuthill, 
thought so much of his slaves 
that he directed that his remains 
be buried with his slaves and the 


Continued on page 118 
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LIGHT WEIGHT WOOL 
FOR SUMMER 


Wool for summer is fashion news 
this year .. . if wool fibres keep 
out cold, they insulate against heat, 
too. Everyone has probably seen 
a picture, at one time or another, 
of placid sheep thickly covered with 
their own coats of wool standing 
nonchalantly in the vicinity of a 
burning house or barn, unconcerned 





over the heat pouring out in their 
airection. 

The casual suit shown in the 
photograph is a light weight wool 
in brown and white pin checks. It 
was selected as the perfect vacation 
traveler by Genevieve Wagner, a 
student of costume design at the 
Traphagen School of Fashion in 
New York, and she accessorized the 
suit, as she wears it here, with a 
natural colored straw hat and 
brown shoes, gloves and bag. The 
jacket is the new, loose tunic style 
gathered in under a belt which 
is also of brown leather. 

This jacket with its deep arm- 


holes and big flap pockets is, in 
addition, most adaptable to use over 
other casual clothes, and can be 
worn loose as well as belted. 

Start the trip with a white nylon 
blouse, and it will always be easy 
to keep a fresh, bandbox look. 
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At the recent Fashion Clinic 
Fashion Show at Traphagen, where 
students modeled clothes of their 
own choice for a particular pur- 
pose or occasion, Miss Wagner in 
her travel suit, was selected as a 
prize winner. 
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tombstones of both him and his 
wife are still there. 

At one time one of the slaves 
escaped and I have an old record 
giving power of attorney to certain 
persons for his apprehension. Re- 
cently the Orient (Oysterponds) 
Historical Society purchased the 
plot on the Hog Pond farm to set 
it apart as a place of historical 
interest. The purchase of the plot 
has created a desire among many 
local persons to know more about 
slavery on Long Island. 

Lyle F. Tuthill, Orient 


Amateur Artists Exhibition 


The second annual art exhibi- 
tion of the Long Island State Park 
Commission will be held at Beth- 
page State Park beginning Thurs- 
day, July 19 and continuing for 
three days. It will be competitive 
in two media, oils and watercolors, 
showing island subjects, including 
state park scenes. Open only to 
amateur artists, the entries will be 
judged Wednesday, July 18. 

x kK e 
Outstanding Articles 

In a list of 39 outstanding his- 
torical articles of recent date se- 
lected by James Taylor Dtnn,Ti- 
brarian New York State Historical 
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Association, five from the January- 
February numbers of the Long 
Island Forum were included as 
follows: 

Chester R. Blakelock’s “The 
Stormy History of Fire Island State 
Park,” Harry W. Loweree’s “Light- 
houses of Nassau County,” Kate W. 
Strong’s “When Smithtown Was 
Plundered,” Harriet G. Valentine’s 
“Indian Troubles in 1681,” and Dr. 
Clarence Ashton Wood’s “A Fir- 
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kin of Homemade Butter.” 
a 
Joseph H. Petty 


Joseph H. Petty, born at New 
York City in Aug. 1830 the son of 
Ezekiel Petty of Aquebogue, died 
after many years of residence at 
Amityville. 

He was elected in 1854 when but 
24 years of age to the State As- 

Continued on back cover 
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sembly from the then Eleventh 
District of New York City. The 
next year he was elected to the 
State Senate where he served for 
seven or eight years. In 1858 he 
was appointed to the metropolitan 
police force and served in various 
capacities until 1872, 

He married Catherine Van Buren. 
They had a son and a daughter, anc 
moved to Amityville in 1878. For 
a year or two he was engaged in 
the hotel business between that 
place and Farmingdale. Disposing 
of that business, he returned to 
Amityville where he took an active 
part in the social, political and re- 
ligious life of the community. 

He was for many years a mem- 
ber of the local board of educa- 
tion and cf the Methodist Church. 
For twenty years or more he was 
loan commissioner of Suffolk 
County. For a long time he was a 
vice-president of the Suffolk County 
Historical Society. 

Upton Downs, Roving Reporter. 
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East Quogue Readers 


A number of my friends and 
neighbors as well as myself, get 
a great deal of enjoyment out of 
reading the FORUM. You are cer- 
tainly doing a grand job for Long 
Island by telling of it’s glorious 
past. Keep up the good work. 

Geo. H. Jones, East Quogue 
* * * 

I thoroughly enjoy everything 
you print. Gilbert Cickers, Forest 
Hills. 


We enjoy the Forum. (Mrs.) 
Victoria Gardner, Sag Harbor. 
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East of Massapequa Where 
Sunrise Highway Forks 
MASSAPEQUA 631 














Excellent Cuisine 


Breakfast- Luncheon- Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Teleph w he 1300 





Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 
Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 














STERN’S 
Pickle Products 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 
Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 


“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grenge 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. Babylon 480 








For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 
on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone Sayville 248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 


























Where You Meet Your 
Friends 


SAM’S 


Luncheons Dinners 
Foot of Maple Avenue 
Phone 479 Bay Shore 


CLOSED TUESDAYS 





Hotel Amityville 


Delicious Food by Herman 
Our Swiss Chef 


George Hirsch at the Hammond 
Organ nightly except Monday 


**The Melodaires”’ for your 
Dancing Pleasure 


Mickey Hayden at the Piano 
singing your favorites 
Tel. 107 


Broadway Amityville 

















Strobm’s 


1 Mile East of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 


Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Phone Babylon 663 


Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 





























